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Introduction

STAAR Technigues to Engage Learners in Literacy and Academic Rigor
(STELLAR) was developed as a resource for classroom teachers to use in
preparing their students for the STAAR Grade 5 Reading Assessment.
the course of four units, it incorporates multigenre reading selectio
thematically linked and creatively crafted to encourage inquir
and ongoing reflection. Every unit offers value-added enric
technology, research, and listening and speaking, while pro
scaffolding options for diverse learners and gifted and talented s
included are suggestions for big ideas, skills-based vocabular
extensions, and benchmark and summative asse ent options to
authentic literacy experiences.

of each grade level.
Value-Added Components

ure ideas in the form of
ossments based on these
contains applications for
vocabulary, technology, and
instruction, STELLAR offers ideas for
aptation for gifted learners, and
t also contains several appendices for
research , product options, grouping strategies and
activities, ormats and models, all of which can be utilized

STELLAR is carefully crafte
essential unit questions, them
passages. In additi
listening and spea
project ideas. To aid |

ts. It utilizes the English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) Texas
al Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) as its foundational document. There
are five strands of instructional skills outlined in the TEKS: Reading (including
Figure 19), Writing, Oral and Written Conventions, Research, and Listening
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and Speaking. These skills are meant to be taught in conjunction with one
another in order to help students make connections between the different
literacy strands. In any unit of study, therefore, educators are encour,
integrate the literacy strands so that students must synthesize
concepts from each to gain meaning and insight.

The study of themes is a naturally recurring element within th
are expected to make thematic connections within and betw
different genres:

(2) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Te
Students analyze, make inferences and
theme and genre in different cultural,_hi
contexts and provide evidence f
understanding. Students are exp

(A) analyze how the genre o
meaning

ilar themes shapes

All the components of the STEL 1 on the design schematic
for the state sum KS; therefore, it requires
students to demons e through themed passages,

STELLAR are custom designed for Texas
easure a student’s level of performance on
ards, objectives, and skills. Student scores will be based
hat have been developed and aligned to the most current
TEKS as well as the College and Career Readiness

propriate content. The Lexile score, which considers word
and sentence length, of each selection was used to determine
ability-level applicability. Selections were then linked by theme, which allowed
assessment questions to be written to a higher cognitive level for an upward
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cognitive spiral. Each test comprises a set of themed selections with unique
questions and an additional set of questions that draw upon the theme.

a given grade level” (US Department of Education, 2003, p. 1
the match between the expectations of student learning desc

compliance with federal guidelines. DOK, whi
complexity of a task, was the alignment tool used
a federally approved method of alignment
that is currently used by over twenty st
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How to Use This Book

STELLAR is divided into four thematic stand-alone units. Each unit offers three
options for planning.

Option One encompasses instruction with components of the as
given when appropriate. The suggested time frame, based o
instructional periods, is a total of 10 days for instructio
assessment, and 2 days for review and debrief. An overvie
steps for Option One along with a sample calendar immediat
foreword.

Option Three strictly consi ration (e.g., practice in
test-taking skills, i rmat and vocabulary, and
ssessment). The instructor
ginning of each unit to

lease preview all selections for applicability and appropriateness
the materials in your classroom. All movie suggestions are

Throughout the units, you may notice passages reprinted from open-source
web sites such as Wikipedia. Due to the nature of wiki sites, which are editable

XV



by the general public, the information they contain is often incorrect. For
instructional purposes, the passages appear unaltered, but they should not be
viewed as accurate representations of facts.
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Sparks

by Mark C. Bird

1 From Pac-Man, Oz, the moonwalk, Jaws
To rockets and sliced bread
Once sparks that lit up question marks
Ideas in human heads . . .

5 The PS3, X-Box and Wii
The BMX, the kite
King Kong, Ping Pong and hip hop s
The book, to read and write

The Pyramids, New York, Ma
10 The submarine, the chair

cat’s eyes and custard pies
, the car, the bridge

er what's in your head
gnify the sparks

Imagine what you will invent

With your own question marks



Use “Sparks” (p. 5) to answer questions 15—26.

15

16

Which word could replace the word kite in line 6 to fit t
the poem?

A bite
B light
C night
D white

What is similar about

F They are States.
G They a
H They are a the world.

] ated around the world.
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